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Famille Marianiste

Funérailles de Mgr Raymond Roussin, s.m.

de Vancouver.

Mgr Raymond Roussin, archevéque émé-
rite de Vancouver (B.-C.), est décédé le
24 avril 2015 a Saint-Boniface, Manitoba,
a I'age de 75 ans. Issu d’une famille fran-
cophone manitobaine, Raymond laisse
dans le deuil sa sceur Lucille et son frere
Gérard. Raymond fut d’abord évéque de
Gravelbourg (Saskatchewan),
Victoria avant d’étre nommé archevéque

puis de

REPERES HISTORIQUES

1939 : Naissance le 17 juin.

Etudes primaires : Sceurs Oblates de St-Boniface.
Etudes secondaires : Ecole Provencher (St-Boniface)
dirigée par les Marianistes.

1955 : Postulat a Maryhurst, Saint-Louis, Missouri.
1956 : Noviciat a St-Romuald (Lévis) avec le pere
Maurice Egron, maitre des novices, et le frére Nor-
mand Audet, son assistant.

1957 : Premiers veeux a St-Romuald le 29 aodt.
1958 : Etudes & Maryhurst, St. Louis.

1959-1960 : St. Mary’s University, Texas (pédagogie)
1960-1963 : Chaminade College Preparatory,
St-Louis, Missouri (religion et frangais).

1964 : St-Anselme (Québec) :

enseignement de I'anglais a I'Institut Ste-Marie.
1965 : McBride, St-Louis (Missouri) :

études de philosophie et de littérature anglaise.
1966 : Séminaire a Fribourg (Suisse) :

Licence en théologie.

1970 : Ordination sacerdotale (21 mars).

1970-71 : St-Augustin (Québec) :

Institut de catéchese a I’'Université Laval, Québec.
1971-1979 : Saint-Boniface (Manitoba) : professeur.
1980-1987 : Provincial des Marianistes canadiens.
1986 3 1989 : Directeur de I'Ecole secondaire
diocésaine Saint-Boniface.

1989-90 : Année sabbatique a Bangalore, Inde.
1990-1995 : Saint-Boniface, directeur.

1995 : Evéque du diocése de Gravelbourg (Sask.) .
1999-2004 : Evéque de Victoria (lle de Vancouver).
2004 : Archevéque de Vancouver (B.-C.).

20009 : Retraite a St-Boniface.

2015 : Déceés le 24 avril a St-Boniface (Foyer Valade).

EDITORIAL
Gérard BLAIS s.m.

Les funérailles de Mgr Raymond Roussin
ont été précédées par une veillée funébre
le vendredi soir 1" mai, dans la cathédrale
de St-Boniface (Manitoba). Le Pére John
Kracher a dirigé cette liturgie entrecoupée
de chants, de lectures, de priéres et d’un
commentaire approprié. Une centaine de
personnes étaient présentes dont trois
Marianistes venus des USA: le Pere Bill
Meyer, le Pere Stephan Tutas et le frere
Bill Campbell.

Le samedi 2 mai, a 10 h 00, Mgr Albert
LeGatt, archevéque de St-Boniface, a pré-
sidé les funérailles de Mgr Roussin dans
une cathédrale remplie d’amis venus de
tout horizon. Mgr LeGatt était entouré de
neuf évéques et d’'une bonne quarantaine
de prétres. Le frére Joseph André, doyen
des Marianistes canadiens, était égale-
ment présent aux funérailles. Par égard
pour Raymond, Mgr LeGatt présida la cé-
rémonie avec la houlette de notre confre-
re (sa crosse porte la croix marianiste).
Mgr Roussin a été inhumé dans un lot
tout neuf réservé aux futurs évéques,
dans le jardin en face des ruines de la
vieille cathédrale de St-Boniface. Au cours
de I'apres-midi, Tutas, Meyer, Campbell et
moi-méme étions invités chez Gilles Ouel-
let, beau-frere de Gérard Roussin. C'est
ainsi que j’ai eu I'occasion de causer un
bon moment avec Lucille, la sceur de Ray-
mond, qui prit soin de lui de fagon admi-
rable avec son mari Patrick Lang.
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Fullness of Life for Archbishop Raymond Roussin

Pére David J. FLEMMING, s.m.

The news of the death of my very
dear friend, Archbishop Ray Roussin,
has touched me deeply. It is not
easy to know to whom | should di-
rect my condolences and promise of
prayers, but | hope you will convey
them if needed.

| am sure that Ray is with the Lord
and Mary, whom he served so well. |
am sure he is now enjoying a full-
ness of life that is refreshing and
totally fulfilling, after some years of
suffering and confusion. | am sure
he is an intercessor for us Marianists
and for the Canadian Church that he
knew and loved so well.

MARYHURST

| first met Ray in 1954 in St. Louis,
when both of us - the same age -
entered the Marianist Postulate at
Maryhurst. We became very close
friends. Ray was maybe the first
"foreign" friend | had and he initia-
ted me in a lifetime love for French
language and culture. We were in
different classes, but we came to-
gether again for a year at the scho-
lasticate at Charles Francis Hall in
San Antonio, and our friendship and
shared interests deepened.

FRIBOURG

Again, we were together for two
years as tyro teachers at Chaminade
in St.Louis (1960-62). After that, our
paths diverged - Ray's in St. Boniface
and in the new Province of Canada,
mine in Chicago, but we stayed in
contact. We were once again to-
gether for three years in the semi-
nary in Fribourg, right after Vatican
I, caught up in the enthusiasms and
struggles of those effervescent
years, in which our instincts deeply
coincided.

We never lived in the same house
again, but these close early experi-
ences kept us in contact and we of-
ten met and shared our hopes, strug-
gles and wonderments. | visited Ray
and his community in St. Boniface,
gave retreats to the Brothers and lay
Marianists there, and he came now
and then to the USA. We both were
Provincials of our respective Units in
the same years and spent time to-
gether before and after meetings of
the Marianist Conference of North
America. | had the pleasure of visiting
his brother and sister and their fami-
lies in Vancouver and Winnipeg, and
Ray knew my family.

INDIA

Ray visited us in India once we got
started on the subcontinent, and he
generously "sacrificed" two of his
best young Canadian Marianists -
Richard and Florian - to help us ad-
vance our new mission. What a rich
gift that was! He came now and
again to visit in India, and later, as
Bishop, came to ordain one of our
first Indian Marianist priests.

BISHOP

When Ray became a Bishop, | traveled
from India to St. Boniface for his episco-
pal ordination. His appointment was a
sign of the great appreciation for his
many-faceted ministry over many years
in the Church of Winnipeg and St. Boni-
face. After that, when | became Superior
General, | had the pleasure of visiting
him in his very difficult episcopal assign-
ments, none of which were easy and
simple: Gravelbourg, Victoria, and finally
Vancouver. We always enjoyed sharing
hopes and impressions, aspirations for
our Church in challenging times.

ILLNESS

On my last visit, in Vancouver, | could see
Ray's illness affecting him, and witness
his lucid and courageous way of dealing
with it. | empathized deeply and admired
his faith, honesty, and clear sensitivity to
his own reality and that of others. Since
then, it was not possible for me or advis-
able for him to visit again. But he has
always been in my fraternal and grateful
prayers, asking that the Lord give him
again a full and vibrant life.

Well, | believe that this prayer has now
been answered, and | look to Ray as one
of our intercessors in heaven, as a com-
panion whom | long to meet again. May
he rest in the full peace of the Lord and
enjoy the fullness of God's life forever !

CATHEDRALE DE SAINT-BONIFACE .
Pere John KRACHER, Frére Joseph ANDRE
Pére Gérard BLAIS, Régional du Canada




Charity is patient!

In loving memory of
Raymond Roussin, s.m.
June 17, 1939 — April 24, 2015

That was the inscription on the Memorial
Leaflet for the Funeral Services for
Archbishop Emeritus Raymond Roussin,
s.m., Winnipeg, Canada, May 1-2 2015.
When | returned to Cupertino, | transcribed
my notes but as | reviewed my draft, | finally
decided to edit my report more in terms of
a personal reflection than a chronicle. Al-
though | had hoped to send this earlier, |
find it appropriate to send it today, on the
Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle.

Brother Bill Campbell, Father Bill Meyer and
| represented the Province of the United
States. Father John Kratcher led the Friday
evening Vigil Service. It was a prayerful Li-
turgy of the Word with well proclaimed
readings from Sacred Scriptures, hearty
community singing, inspiring reflections by
John and appropriate prayers. It was a
peaceful, grace-filled time to look back with
gratitude and to look forward with hope.
There was no lamenting; Ray had completed
the mission God had given him.

Saturday morning, we found our way back
to the Cathedral for the Mass of Christian
Burial. Here again, the pace was unhurried
beginning with the gathering of family and
friends. The procession of bishops and
priests was supported by strong singing. All
went smoothly and reverently. | appreciated
the message given us by the bishops who
spoke at the liturgy. They were simple
words of friendship. It was a genuine cele-
bration of life and eternal life.

As | look back on all that | heard and saw, |
was impressed above all by the tone. It was
an authentic, genuine, real celebration of
Ray. The key word for me was “Charity is
patient.” For me that captured well the Ray |
welcomed to the international seminary in
Fribourg in 1966, then followed in spirit his
priestly ministry, especially as a leader of
Canadian youth, before accepting the minis-
try of servant leadership as Provincial. A
new phase in his life began when he was
named Bishop of Gravelbourg, with the deli-
cate assignment of merging the diocese
with another.

Pere Stephen TUTAS, s.m.

Over the years in correspondence
and in visits/retreats in Cupertino
and Maui, we reflected together
on the importance of charity ex-
pressed in patience — and | can
well understand how this virtue
carried him through the years of
his appointments to Victoria and
Vancouver before illness forced an
early retirement from official res-
ponsibility, but never from his
ministry of being a messenger of
hope despite the challenges of
increasing disability. Charity is
patient !

CROIX PECTORALE DE MGR ROUSSIN

Another point | reflected on was
Ray’s strong commitment to reli-
gious life. | believe it was a special
grace that he completed his jour-
ney during this year dedicated to
Consecrated Life. By his life of
prayer, service and witness ex-
pressed in various situations over
the years, but especially in his last
years, Ray demonstrated the uni-
que value of religious life in the
Church. God touched the lives of
many through him. | remember
well the impact he had on our
community staff and guests at
Villa Saint Joseph.

| remember talking with Ray about
ministry with diocesan priests, and
| treasured his simple recommen-
dation: “Help them believe in the
presence of God in administering
the sacraments”. | have tried to do
that — not only for others, but also
—and above all — for myself | Per-
haps it is the key point in living
fully at all times.

On the remembrance card, the
words of Mary to the servants at
Cana are quoted: “Do whatever he
tells you.” This expression, so well
known in contemporary Marianist
spirituality, is a fine summary of
Ray’s life — and echoes well the
phrase Fortes in Fide (Strong in
Faith) on his Coat of Arms pictured
on the memorial card — which in-
cluded a serene scene of sunset on
a lake with a sturdy tree in the fore-
ground.

The prayer is Mary’s canticle “My
soul proclaims your greatness, O my
God” reminding us of Ray’s strong
devotion to Mary and faithful imita-
tion of her virtues.

For me, the weekend was like a
mini-retreat, including our Maria-
nist tradition of fellowship in meals
with Brother Bill Cambell and Fa-
ther Bill Meyer and the hearty re-
ceptions at the Cathedral and at
home with the family. | am grateful
to those who were with me in
thought and prayer for the week-
end. | appreciate your own com-
ments about Ray. A final note

comes from Graham Greene, who
wrote about the death of a friend:
that he often finds himself praying
to someone rather than for that
person...

JOHN KRACHER, BILL MEYER
STEPHEN TUTAS




P. Florian Royer-Chabot - Kenya

Le 14 mai dernier, j'étais avec le Pére Dave
Flemming et nous sommes allés dans un parc
national pour voir les animaux en liberté: beau-
coup de girafes, des zébres, des antilopes, etc.
En 2004, nous étions allés sur une fle ou il y
avait des animaux en liberté. Dave est ici pour
précher notre retraite annuelle qui va commen-
cer le |7 mai pour se terminer le jour de la
Pentecéte avec le renouvellement des voeux.
Dave vient de terminer sa mission comme mai-
tre des novices en Inde.

Haiti: la Petite Béquuille

J'ai eu de bonnes rencontres avec la directrice
Générale de I'BERS (Institut du Bien-étre social
et de Recherches) ainsi qu’avec I'ambassadrice
canadienne, (elle est pleine d’humanité et trés
ouverte a notre projet). Je dois aussi rencontrer
quelques personnes d'affaires hditiennes, enga-
gées dans ['aide a leur pays. Salutations les plus
amicales aux Marianistes. Continuons dans la
joie a servir avec Marie ! (Louise Brissette)

Condoléances / Raymond Roussin

Merci pour cette annonce de la Pdque de notre
Frére Raymond Roussin que j'ai toujours beau-
coup apprécié. (s. Marie Joélle)

Je suis attristée de ce déces... J'ai eu l'occa-
sion de faire sa connaissance a Via Latina
lors de la béatification de Chaminade alors
qu'il était encore a Vancouver. Je m'unis a
vos priéres pour lui. (Christiane Barbaux)

MGR RAYMOND ROUSSIN
Décédé le 24 avril 2015

Rome & Jérusalem

Rome : du 05 au 19 juillet, je serai a Rome
pour I’AGG (Assemblée Générale de Gouver-
nement), un Chapitre général intermédiaire.
Aprés quoi, je partirai pour Jérusalem ac-
compagner un groupe de 28 pelerins qui
feront partie de la Caravane Biblique 2015.
(Gérard Blais)

OTTAWA : MARCHE POUR LA VIE
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RESIDENCE MARIANISTE ST-AUGUSTIN
Bernard Desilets remet a Raymond Boutin
Les titres de propriété de Ganthier (Haiti)

PORT-AU-PRINCE (HAITI)
Famille haitienne de la « Petite Béquille»

Nouvelles en bref

ANNIVERSAIRE DE LINDA AUDET
Cuisiniére a la Résidence Marianiste

BANGALORE (INDE) 1989
Dave Flemming - Mgr Raymond Roussin
Richard Joyal - Florian Royer-Chabot

Marche nationale pour la Vie
Pére Rosaire Coté, s.m.

Chaque année, en mai, une association chré-
tienne, Campagne Québec-Vie, organise de-
vant la colline parlementaire d’Ottawa, une
manifestation pour le respect de la vie hu-
maine: la vie depuis sa conception jusqu’au
dernier souffle. Ainsi, le 14 mai dernier, une
délégation part en autocar des Bureaux dio-
césains a 7 h 00 (environ 30 personnes), mili-
tants d’age respectable et aussi de mamans
ou de papas avec leurs enfants... pour la Mar-
che nationale pour la Vie. Jeff, un anglican
converti, anime la priére a saveur Fatima, et
Mgr Proulx prépare son message.

A 11 h 00, nous nous retrouvons devant le
Parlement avec d’autres délégations prove-
nant de diverses Eglises orthodoxes et pro-
testantes du Canada. Des prédicateurs sou-
haitent la bienvenue et présentent les arri-
vants. A midi, nous faisons une heure trente
de marche, avec pancartes en deux langues,
dans les rues de la ville. Au retour, sur la
pelouse, nous écoutons les témoignages des
combats pour le respect de la vie. Avant le
départ, nous chantons avec les Orthodoxes
au milieu des icones. Sur la route du retour,
nous faisons le bilan de la journée. Les adhé-
rents, pour agir et prier avec Campagne
Québec-Vie, se rajeunissent et se fortifient.

Deuxieme mandat
2015 -2018

Chers fréres,

A une tres large majorité, vous sou-
haitez que le pere Gérard Blais
poursuive la tdche qu'il a entreprise
au service de la Région du Canada au
cours de son premier mandat. Le
Conseil général a donc décidé, a
I'unanimité, de nommer le pére Gé-
rard Blais pour un second mandat
comme Supérieur régional du Cana-
da, d compter du 31 mai prochain et
jusqu'au 31 mai 2018. Il a lui-méme
accepté avec grande disponibilité ce
renouvellement et nous I'en remer-
cions tout particulierement.

Manuel J. Cortés
Supérieur Général

PERE GERARD BLAIS, S.M.




